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Presentation Overview 
  
- Globally speaking, cities and industry use very 

little of the total available water, but the 
agricultural activities that support the 
populations in cities use significant amounts of 
waters  
 

- Water use in Asian cities varies considerably. 
Several poorer cities in Asia use more water 
per person per day than cities that are relatively 
wealthier. 

 
 

- The environmental footprint of an individual 
person has changed significantly since the 
Neolithic period.  

 
- UN has predicted large growth for Asian 

megacities, though many of these have been overestimated 
(World Bank, World Development Report, 2009, p 199) 
 

- The true need for water – including the water needed for 
agriculture outside of a city to support its population has too 
often been ignored.  

 
 

- Using a nexus perspective to look at water use in cities 
opens the analysis to include water use for food 
(agriculture) and energy production.	    

 
 

- Through applying technological and engineering solutions, 
meeting the needs for urban water (supply and sanitation) 
can be met – but this is a very small portion of all the water 
required – regional agricultural water needs must be 
considered 
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Key Questions/ Challenges Identified 
 

- In the Greater Mekong region there are serious limits on water availability, hence the need to 
conserve water in this sector. This may be quite difficult given the pressures to expand the actual 
quantities of water supplied, broaden the coverage of the systems and meet the increasing demands 
for food.  

 
Suggested Solutions and Pathways 
 

- Seek acceptable pathways to improve agricultural water use efficiency– a 10% increase in efficiency 
for agriculture will double the amount of water than can be made available to cities. 

- In some instances, energy and money can effectively create more water – desalination and other 
technologies and infrastructure investments can increase the amount of water available to cities.  
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